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A <|iiiet villa oil ETnia West lierlia^ hauntm the rulers* of th<^ ‘'“other 

(Fcrrnany.''’ They knov>' that there an organization with agents in every eonier of 
their dotnaiti is rc^eording their eohJ-war crimes and planning their punishment 
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S J^J mE C'omiTnimsI rulers 
put a curse on one build- 

Dr. Friedenau strqssc conceals no secret 
’.'rcapon. 1 1 hides no 
headcuarcers i‘f ;i hif^h command that plans 
•he ('vcnliri'v. id the I’.isi Gcnnan govern* 
men. -Xiu) *ol, m rows nf w'ell-guarded 
!.ics a. I ima Street arc v.eap\>ns which 
Die present rulers of f .asi Germany dread : 
viet.uled listings of tlnjir names and ihcir 
actioio. the dates and the details of their 
crimes against their fellow citizens, the 
charges on which they are to be tried before 
the people they now oppress. 

1 his houst' is the otheial center of an 
0!gatu/4tion known as the L'irtrt'ri«ci^«/?^’.v- 
aiitschuss h reiheiiticher Juruten -■ the 
Investigating Commilice of Free Jurist.s. It 
is the receiving center of n^.sages - some 
frantic, sonic coldK legal — from cverv 
cs>rner of ihe ’other Germany'* behind the 
Iron C urtain. it is also the sprvt from which 
thousands of iiicssitgcs of hope or thrcat.s 
\o \vr<.‘ngib»crs are sent to the East Ztme, 
Mcmfx:r< of the cemnuttee — and there 
arc thousands of them in Fast Germany 
carry no card, pay no fee. receive no sal- 
.iries- The\ .ire not referred to by their 
names, and all instructions and acknowF 
edgements to them go out in code, 

Auoii^jrvnoas C«li«cs 

\v KfN I entered the house on l.irna Street. 
onl\ rtu armed guard at the wall gave any 
hint that this waii not just another prosper- 
ous home in Berlin’s comfortable Zchlen- 
dorf'West. But at the reception desk was 
an ominous sign: "Do not submit your 
name" and "Hand your idcmificatjon 
papers over scaictJ." In the wailing room 
there is little convcrTCition. The loudspeaker 
from time tiitie calls out a number. A 
visitor rises and is led upstairs. 

The i'ast ( ietTnan visitor regains his 
identity only when he is closeted in private 
session With one of the top officials of the 
committee Then he identifies himself and 
tells hji .story. What does he tcli? 

I listened to the report of .a carpenter 
from the Fa.st Z<>ne who. after release as a 
Soviet prisoner of war and. after weeks of 
unemployment, haif b^n given Taujofil^witir.* 



the the Red People’s Police. 

,At tirst he had merely been used as a driver 
ui the motorized units. Fvcntualiy he was 
singled out to drive important dignitancs. 

-Suddenly he wa.s transferred to the crim- 
inal police division and, against a con- 
sulerablc bsimis. was asked to act as an 
infumier. When he saw where hes secret 
activities were leading him. he came across 
the line and fold his story to the committee. 
For a while Ihe commiuec asked him to 
continue his work, but to report back 
secretly. When things began to gel too hot 
he was advised i<> get out for good. 

The day 1 talked to him he had left the 
nightmare behind. His story — togeihec 
with thousands of corrobomijng stories - 
permit the committee to fit together the 
pieces of the pattern and use the enicrging 
km.iwledge a.s a most effeciive weapon. 

W'c climbed to the carefully guarded 
room.s wEere the records are kept. There 
are two separate files. The first known 
as the "Incriminaiing Records" — now 
contains 3^,000 names. Each of the men 
and women so listed i.s carefully identified. 
In line after line his crimes, his betrayal of 
a neighbor, his unjust actions as a judge or 
an informer in court, his ruthless confisca- 
tion of 3 peasant's properly or a merchant's 



shop are set down. Again and again there 
is. ihe dread word; S/>uzcl — "informer." 
"We now estimate the total number of 
Spice! at between 80,000 and 100.000 in 
Fa.st Germany,-' said my guide "We still 
have plenty of work to do." 

In addition to the name files, the com- 
mittee there keeps a detailed "map of 
political prisoners" in the F^ast Zone. It has 
25.000 prisoners charted, plus 6,000 who 
have "disappeared" — probably to Russia. 

Lif«-8*viag« Lists 

W HiLi. pan of the purpose of the "IrKrim- 
inating Records" i.s to prepare to deal with 
offenders "after liberation" --- a kind of 
cold-war-crimcs tribunal in the making — 
there is an immediate and life-saving goal: 
Month after month the committee prints 
carefully documcnied "warning lists. '' These 
name persons to be on guard against. 

■‘Koch, Martha." a recent iden- 

tified a.s a "People’s Judge." It gave her 
home address and accused her of tampering 
with justice. A police officer was charged 
with brutally beating a defenseless prisoner. 
A postmaster was accused of spying on the 
content of letters, 

A second file serves as a future source 
of character references for decent, useful 



citizens. Any future non-Cornmunist ad- 
mimslralion will be able to draw from ihe 
names — at present more than 30.0fk) 
for candidates for important posnums 

There are more and more indications 
that the work of the committee is cffcciivc 
enough to frighten even Communists in 
high positron. Recently, early m the morn- 
ing, a committee "nvemher" got word to 
an important judge that "sve know- ihai 
you go to church every day only to show- 
up in Court an'liour later lo pronounoc 
most inhumane sentences. This is no wav 
to serve cither God or your country, and 
wc won't forget ft." 

Word came that on the mornmg ilir 
handwritten mes.sage reached the judgs* at 
his hon>c, be wa.s so shaken that he appealed 
in the court room .without Ins false teeth. 
More important, he ha.s been known sitKe 
to have toned down his "political -;cn- 
tenccs" C4insidcrably. 

Every time an East German writer, fami- 
cr, actor or scientist is decorated with tlic 
Nationalpreis, an award roughly e<)u:valcnl 
to Rus.sia’s Stalin Prize, carrying w-ith d a 
check for a thoirsand marks, a carvlul. 
handwritten letter is dispatched to the 
winner from the hou.se on 1 .ima Stn.'et ^ tic 
letter starts with'a pleasant, congratulatory 
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m»ie Then it nx'nuons that the ordinary 
pe(5pic get hijth prices and Intie lood arul 
that there are tens of thinii^iidv of polilical 
pnsoners. “Perlj.ips you mijitht want lo 
Kisc up part of >c»uf 1.000 marks to help 
»is assist lh<'se prisoners and others less 
h>rtijftaic ih.in you." the letter concludes. 

"li‘s noj M' much the money we want to 
^ei." said n'> guide. ‘But we want to make 
sure that they know whai they must account 
for wf)en the day <n' reckoning comes. We 
have ample prtH'f that the letters work: so 
far between thirty and f('rtv brought the 
rcmiested conlnbuliims." 

A Chu9« Lm P«Hct 

S< “at. HM^s the ctxnmittee. through its net* 
w(‘rk I'f ih^msands of v<.*lunieers in the 
l ast Zone, actually changes Communusi 
pohvs \k>i Jong ago the committee's col- 
(aKnutors biougfjl back a pii/C documcjil 
a •'Ccret i>rder abimt to be issued lo cm- 
pliisees and otfkiaK in F-ast German hanks, 
po't otlkTs and insurance bureaus, to turn- 
in regular ’Tep<''rl'- on public opinion" by 
engaging cl tents anj oust i->niers m convcrsii- 
tion aitd getting them tc' let off steam. The 
rantes woiHo gs-> to the secret jX'lice, 

When the comminee had all ttie ilelails 
this new plan of mass spymg. it flotvjed 
last (iermaio with the inh'rmation. sent 
.opics of the secret order and asked 
• tie. West Clerman radio to put out frequetu 
wuimng liulictins The re.suis was that 
sdence descended on all Tast (^cm>an banks 
and other public othces. Frustrated F-!asiern 
t'!hs‘Kils canceled the scheiiitr. 

Here arc svJtix' iiihcr e.xamples ot the 
cornniittcc's wt>fk 

Tn<;asafui'' of skiilfulK Jres.sed-iip pam-, 
phJets - often loosing like inmxient tour- 
“'t folders ate sent "across'* to tell of 
the true stale of jtTairs m Soviet Ciermany 

Hew To Dodfr* 

StutiAi house organs" for workers in 
large t-iisi cierman industrial concerns are 
regularly pritded under ntastbeads that in- 
clude the trade name und symbKti of the 
tirm .\ recern «.>r.e - "fiht} Sunken” 
went U' the .Agfa lilm and chemical works 
in W'olfen. In addition to technical arttcies 
It comamed details about one F-irniJ Holz- 
apfe) alias Ricsa who. as a new "worker" 
at the factorv, was handing over poliiical 
reports on his colleagues to the secret police. 

•A senes of reatlable "how to" p«amphlets 
contained msirucnons on: how to visit the 
Leipzig F-mr without either being taken for 
a sucker or getting into polilical trouble; 
how to listen to the radio and be.a.s,siircd 
of clear reception - especially of programs 
from the West: how teachers can remain 
on their posts without actually teaching 
govermtiem-dictatcd propaganda; how' to 
get awav with paying a minimum of taxes; 
and this one is for farmers — how to 
deal with an.v disasters ranging-from-hoof- 
and-mouth disease to delivery tor non- 
delivcry t of "quotas." 

hounded in Cktoher, 1949. by a lawyer. 
Dr. Then Friedenau. and one volunteer 
collaborator in a dingy iwo-room. .apart- 
mcm in Berlin, the committee has become 
a Key weapon in the tight agamsi Sovici 




LIMASTRA$$E: An air of intrigue hongs over the nerve center of the Investigating Committee of Free Jurists 



loialitananism. The West German govern- 
ntent welcomes information collected by 
the comniittee. The Hast German rulers 
confirm the committee's power and effec- 
tiveness with a stream of invective and 
unfounded accusations that the organiza- 
tion is in the pay of Western intelligence. 

liven though the Communists -tried in 
1952 to disrupt the committee by brutally 
beating and kidnaping one of its directors 
in West Berlin, the work continued.. "We - 
arc paying a heavy price,”. said ooe-offidal. ' 
"Mx^fc than eighty-five of our rr>embcrs in 
bast Germany have been arrested and $en> 
'lenced- Bui it is .worth jJbcJ«icnfice>— — 



"We have had 220,000 visitors who have 
Cither helped or needed, help. In addition, 
sve’vesentasmanyas 1,600,000 individually 
addressed ' letters tP‘ East ' Germany in a 
single year.” ■ .• . 

Each'visilor is a JinlcTh”«a-chain. Item 
after item helps to piece tocher informa- 
tt»irwhjch helps to save lives and alleviate 
suffer, ng. But most of alt, the visitors are 
sim pie, hardworking.people who need hel p ; 

The peasant who escapcdira^id. whom tlie 
Red£'rverBitryinglD;lurdbackA«ith promues 
' of Jand, money. ancL forgiveness,. ' 

The- leacber'who^ close to tcar». -Said she 



sure and spying by- pupils and colleagues 
The parents whose leen-age son had been 
sent to a poliycsrl jeform camp because he 
had made an anti-Cdmmunist remark. 

The committee tries.io bclp^of ihcm- 
some with' advice, otbers-withstrong follow- 
up pressure applied at a vulnerable spot at 
an East German headquarters, or with the 
help of a sympatheticbflicial. It is tedious, 
heart-rending work; but . the reward of u 
:: tiny .'Crack^;tbe.--Gonimu/iist- armor scem.s 
wonh'‘.tiKi^iihcisin;-'^fb^nDnymdu^ 
thecommitUteconsideMbciF'^^rcatest reward 
tho=evidence^hat tttie^«ds hate- and fear 
— -7^-iEw/ 
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A TOUGH PRISON 



MADE ME GO STRAIGHT 



For years ther«‘ Eias lM*en a hoi argument 
over whether our prisons should be softer 
or tougher. Here's a surprising story from 
an ex-<‘Onviot who tells what changed him 
from a habitual criminal to a solid citizen 

Anonrinoiiii^ as lold to A* E. Hotchner 
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I AM 22 years oM. and this is the first period of my Jlfc sitK« I 
was nine that I have not commilled a crime or been in prison. 
It’s been more than a year now that I've lived straight, and i 
have a good job and a pretty fiancee to show for it. 

But I'm the guy who's been hearing all his life that he'd wind 
up in the chair because he was through and through no good. 
And God knows \ was. I've held up more people and robbed 
more stores than 1 could ever count 1 often had a gun m my 
pocket or a bayonet tucked ins:de my jacket. 

■'No good'* 15 putting it mildly. But now I'm straight, and I'm 
straight from here on out. And you know whal did it for me*’ 
Prison A strict, old-fashioned prison was what I needed to 

prove to myself that no amount of dough 1 could rob or steal 

made up for spending a couple of years behind prison walls in 
a prison cell. 

This is what i want to get across: tiespite all this talk about 
criminals being sick and strict prisons are out-of-daie and con- 
ditions should be nice and plca.sant - don't lose sight of the fact 
that some men will stop committing crimes if the penalty is bad 
enough. At least that’s how it worked with me 

The first time I got sent up. it was to one of those fancy 

progressive places where there are no walls and you Jive in 

cottages. If ihis is all that happens to you, f figured, crime 
isn't so bad. In fact, two hours after I got Jet out, I was heist- 
ing bag sugar off a railroad train. But the day I got clanked 

Continued vn pa^e 34 




